FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

ffiAt within the stipulated 24 hours. Paulhan started on syth April
followed shortly afterwards by Grahame White in his repaired
machine; the former had no engine failure and reached Burnage
near Manchester soon after 5 a.m. on the 28th, having stopped
the night at LichfiekL He thus won the race in spite of Grahame
White's sporting effort to catch him up, which he attempted to
do by starting from his night stop before dawn. It all made
thrilling reading in the Daily Mail, and I started to learn what I
could about this new sport from, books and papers on the subject.
In the Island of Sheppey, Sheerness is at one end to the west
and Leysdown at the other; it was on the lonely marshes of
Leysdown that some British enthusiasts were engaged on their
early attempts in 1910; in fact, Moore-Brabazon had made the
first circular flight there on soth October 1909 flying a Short
biplane with a Green engine. It was a tragedy when G. S. Rolls
was killed at the Bournemouth meeting on 12th July 1910; he
had already flown across the Channel and back and was well
known as the winner of an Isle of Man Tourist Trophy motor
race in a car which bore his name. However, it is not my intention
to record the history of the development of aviation but only
those incidents which stimulated my interest in the early stages
and those with which I was subsequently concerned in one way
or another. Leysdown being within easy reach of Sheerness, where
my torpedo boat was based, it was natural that I occasionally
had the opportunity of seeing something of what was going on
there.

Admiral Sir George Neville commanding the Reserve Fleet
was living ashore at Admiralty House, Sheerness, during 1910,
and without my knowing it at the time he was to have a very
considerable influence on my future life. First of all, it was at his
house that I first met the girl who was to be my wife three years
later, and secondly^ he was the main instigator in persuading the
Admiralty to take an interest in flying. Marjorie Maitland was the
Admiral's niece and was staying at Admiralty House when I was
invited to dinner. I sat next to her and was doing very nicely with
polite conversation when a salmon bone stuck end up in my jaw
and xtfiised to be removed by ordinary manipulation of the
tongue. Being on my best behaviour I did not dare use a finger
for the job and so suffered in silence, unable to eat anything more
for the rest of dinner and almost incoherent in speech: it was not
a successful debut.

Sir George was one of the first Admirals to own a motor-car:
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